Commission rejects a
petiti(')n ‘t’o f zone the-

. L ; - -Jefferson'
Comty comm:ssmners striick ‘down a
petition to allow. co:mnercxal uses at the

B The Jefferson County

supporters  aBd opponents in recent
weeks, and many audience members at
Thutsday’s regular-meeting wore stick-
ers that showed. their positions for and
against the plans.

. 'County commissioners rhemselves
Wer_e divided on the -issue; President
Frances - Morgan and <commissioners

Rusty-Morgari and Jif Surkamp voted tor
deny the ‘petition to fezone the’ property

to allow for - ‘commercial s
comrmsswners Greg Cor §

by this: type of pro;ec
Rusty Morgan and -

National Historical Park Tand.

Commissioners heard 15 minutes of
arguments from people on both sides of
the issue during the meeting, which -was
moved from the courthouse to the Old
Charles Town Library’s meeting room to
.accommodate the overflowing crowd.” "

Those who spoke in support of the
commerc:al rezoning inclided the devel—,_
“apers’. attorney Jim Campbe]l Delegate.
Bob Tabb,;D-Fefferson, and a. number f

See QUARRY AZ

speaks in favor of a pro,
million-to $300 million

project during a Jefferson County
COmmlssxon meetiig Thursday

Standard Quarry site-y was. dehied -
Jourmal ph,o\o_:by Eeﬁﬂen;y
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concerned busmess leaders and
.residents who wanted to see more
Job' 'and an increased tax base. .
' s & cracial €lement to the
fferson Cou,nty:,” Tabb
said, “I stifl. think it’s ahout jobs

and economic developrient. ...
.Jefferson County 1§ 2 great place

to'live and wor
Supporters said Iefferson Coun-
-ty desperately needed the project-
ed 6,000'new-jobs and $4.4 mil-
_lion' in fax 1
have been generated if-the com-
mercial plans were;approved.
Meanwhile, these who asked
the commission 'to: fe3ect com-
. mercial ases at the site ‘ircluded
county residents, town leaders
from :Bolivar and' Harpers Ferry
and Joy Oakes, a representative
of the National-Parks Conserva-
tfion Association..
Harpers Ferry Mayor James

Addy ‘said traffie- increases and.

irban encroachment on. the area
would be a big. problem 1f the
‘eZoning was' approved.. -

“Preserve our historic dlstnct
rive us a. break on th1s,” Addy
>a1d '

- The conumssmners who voted
1gainst the rezoning petition said

tevenues that could

“These folks who think they've won the: baiﬂe -

they e won' the battle, but lost the war. .

. What

‘they’re going to get is a-whale Iot worse than
what we were: willing to do.”

“Herb Jonkers
deve!oper

they didn’t thmk the’ vote, would .

mean the'end of discussions. * -

‘Francés ‘Morgan sdid that
although she did not think the
proposed comriercial project was
appropriate for that area’ of the
county; she said a different pro-
posal could be brought forward in
the future that xmght be compati-
ble with the cotmty’s comprehen-
sive plan.

Manuel and Cogliss felt other-
wise, however. ‘and said -they
wanted to continue gathering
more’ information. about: this par-
ticalar projéct instead -of rushing
to vote.

“We shouldn’t slam the - door
shut today,” Manuel said. . °

A vote for rezoning would have
allowed developers to build 2
million square feet of wupscale

.with the ou

.commercxal office: space and a
‘hotel at the site, which'is south of
U.8. 348 along Millville Road. A

park, hiking trail and a potential
golf course. were: also part of the
project.

“Obviously: we re dlsappomted
e,” said one of
the property’s developers,'Herb

JYonkers, who added that the deci-

sion wasn’t a surprise. He said he
wished the County ‘Commission

‘had given him the opportunity to

more thoroughly discuss .the

-details and possibilities for the

project with county sfaff and the
commissioners-

- “I guess we’ll be pursuing thosé

things we can: do by right and
avoid going through -any- further
approval process,” Jonkers said.
About 1.600 housine units are

“high-density ' residential,

already allowed on the portion of
the quarry- property that is zoned
and
Jonkers' said he believes mamu-
facturing and industrial uses ar
available - as well because the

would have been grandfathere

. maccordmgtostatecode

-The property was used as a
industrial site when the old quar
1y was active from the 1880
through 1974, prior io the adop
tion. of the. county S zoning ordl
namnce.” .- -

Developers had agreed 1o scal
down the office buildings an
stay below the:tree line, so th
development would have had lit
tle- impact on the viewshed fron
adjacent Harpers: Ferry: Nationa
Historical Park Iand. Jonkers saic
that wﬂl probably not happe
now. ; -

“These folks who think they’w
won the battle — they’ve woL
the ‘bagtle but lost the war,” he
said. “What they're going to get
is a whole lot worse than what we
were mllmg 0 do.”

— Staff writer’ Beth Henry can
be reached at (304) 725-6581
oF blienrv@iotirnal-news.net



